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SUBJ: FRENCH REPORT ON SPINOLA-SENGHOR CONVERSATION 

1. FRENCH REP DE GUIRINGAUD TOLD ME EVENING JULY 9 HE 

HAD RECEIVED FROM PARIS DETAILED REPORT ON SENGHOR SPINOLA 
CONVERSATION AT LISBON AIRPORT. SENGHOR REPORTEDLY TOLD 
FRENCH HE HAD BEEN GREATLY IMPRESSED WITH SPINOLA AND THE 
TWO LEADERS HAD HAD FULL MEETING OF MINDS ON NEXT STEPS 
TOWARD PORTUGUESE RECOGNITION GUINEA-BISSAU. (THIS 
IS SOMEWHAT AT VARIANCE WITH REPORTED SENGHOR POSITION IN 
LISBON 2875.) 

2. ACCORDING FRENCH REPORT SENGHOR AND SPINOLA AGREED ON 
FOLLOWING SENCARIO. SPINOLA PLANS TO GO TO BISSAU TO MEET 
PERSONALLY WITH PAIGC LEADERSHIP AND OTHER AFRICAN ELEMENTS. 
AFTER TALKING WITH AFRICANS HE WILL ANNOUNCE THAT HE HAS 
CONSULTED WITH PAIGC AND OTHER GROUPS AND FINDS THEM 
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SPINOLA WILL THEN PROCEED TO SET UP PROVISIONAL GOVERN- 
MENT WHICH PORTUGAL WILL RECOGNIZE.SENGHOR REPORTEDLY 
UNDERTOOK WITH SPINOLA TO TALK WITH PAIGC LEADERSHIP AND 
URGE THEIR ACCEPTANCE OF ABOVE SCENARIO. 

3. CAPE VERDE ISLANDS ARE NOT INCLUDED IN ABOVE PLAN, 

WHICH IS RESTRICTED TO ENTITY OF GUINEA BISSAU. SENGHOR 

IS NATURALLY IN FAVOR OF HANDLING CAPE VERDE SEPARATELY 
SINCE HE HAS SOME VESTED INTEREST IN THAT SITUATION IN 
VIEW OF FACT CAPE VERDIAN PEOPLE ARE CONSIDERED TO DERIVE 
LARGELY FROM SENEGALESE STOCK. 

4. IN ANSWER TO MY INQUIRY AS TO WHAT HE KNEW ABOUT TIMING, 

DE GUIRINGAUD SAID IT WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING SPINOLA HOPED 
TO CARRY OUT ABOVE PLAN WITHIN NEXT TWO OR THREE WEEKS. HE 
WENT ON TO COMMENT THAT, IF THINGS WENT FORWARD ALONG LINES 
CONTEMPLATED BY SENGHOR AND SPINOLA, THEN PRESUMABLY APPLICATION 
BY GUINEA-BISSAU FOR UN MEMBERSHIP WOULD BE APPROPRIATELY 
POSTPONED. 

5. COMMENT: DE GUIRINGAUD DID NOT MENTION FOREIGN MINISTER 
SOARES. IT IS ALSO NOT CLEAR HOW INTERNAL CABINET PROBLEMS 

IN LISBON MAY AFFECT SPINOLA PLANNING WITH RESPECT TO GUINEA-BISSAU. 
BENNETT 
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